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Expanding International Ties: CMU’s Global Collaborations
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CMU Advances Global Engagement Through Strategic Partnerships

and Academic Exchanges

MOU Signing with Sapporo Medical University, Japan

A delegation from Sapporo Medical University
visited CMU in March 2025 to sign a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) between the two Colleges of
Medicine. The MOU emphasized future cooperation in
medical education, student mobility, and joint research.
The delegation also toured CMU’s Lifu Museum of Chi-
nese Medicine to gain a deeper understanding of tradi-
tional Chinese medicine and its integration with modern
practices.

Joint Symposium with CCII of Kyoto University, Japan

On May 19, 2025, CMU hosted a delegation from
Kyoto University’s Center for Cancer Immunotherapy
and Immunology (CCII) for a joint symposium. The
event included research presentations from both institu-
tions, covering topics such as immune cell mechanisms,
CD8+ T cell regulation, and immunometabolites. The
symposium facilitated in-depth academic exchange and
strengthened collaboration in cancer immunotherapy re-
search.

\School of Medicine, SMU and Coallege of Medicine, cM
MOU Signing Ceremony

Partnership with Duy Tan University, Vietnam

CMU signed an MOU with Duy Tan University,
Vietnam. The MOU laid the groundwork for a long-
term and stable partnership, aiming to enhance mutual
development in student exchange programs, joint degree
initiatives, and collaborative research opportunities.

CMU continues to broaden its global impact through
strategic alliances, academic exchange, and cross-insti-
tutional collaboration, preparing students and faculty to
thrive in an increasingly interconnected world.
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Professor Yeoh Khay Guan, Chief Executive at NUHS Visits CMU to Strengthen
Multidimensional International Collaboration

Professor Khay Guan Yeoh, Chief
Executive at the National University
Health System (NUHS) in Singapore,
visited China Medical University
(CMU) and its affiliated hospital from
March 17 to 18, 2025. During the visit,
Prof. Yeoh signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) with both CMU
and the affiliated hospital, reinforcing
partnerships in medical services and
research between the institutions.

far the Fulune

Prof. Yeoh also delivered two
keynote speeches during his visit. In
the first speech titled “Transforming
Our Health System for the Future,”
hosted by CMU Hospital, he outlined
NUHS’s transformation strategy to
address global healthcare challenges, focusing on work-
force development, care models, technology, and system
enablers. In the second speech, “Metaplasia and the
Origins of Gastric Cancer,” organized by the Office of
Global Affairs, he discussed the origins of gastric can-
cer, emphasizing the role of intestinal metaplasia and
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sharing breakthroughs in genomic re-
search and biomarker development for
early detection and prevention.

The NUHS delegation also ex-
plored opportunities in digital health
and Al during visits to Ever Fortune. Al
and CMUH’s Big Data Center. They
discussed smart healthcare collabora-
tions, learned about CMUH’s iHi Plat-
form and Al tools, and examined ap-
plications such as AKIDS and genomic
research. The visit included a roundta-
ble with Professor Satoshi Morita from
Kyoto University, focusing on data
governance, Al ethics, and potential
regional clinical trial partnerships.

This visit further strengthened multifaceted collab-
orations between CMU and NUHS in areas including
healthcare transformation, cancer research, smart health-
care, and big data applications, laying a solid foundation
for future international academic exchanges and sub-
stantive partnerships.

CMU and Healthcare System Host NextGenEV Therapeutics Forum, Nobel Lau-
reate Randy Schekman Appointed as International Advisor

China Medical University (CMU) and its healthcare
system hosted the “NextGenEV Therapeutics Forum” on
June 24, 2025, gathering leading scholars and industry
experts from Taiwan and the United States that focused
on the topics of applications and advancements of extra-
cellular vesicles (EVs) in cancer treatment, immunology,
neurodegenerative diseases, and regenerative medicine.
A major highlight of the event was the announcement by
CMU Hospital and Shine-On Biomedical that Professor
Randy Schekman, a 2013 Nobel Laureate in Physiology
or Medicine and an authority on cellular transport, has
been invited to serve as the International Advisor on
€X0S0mes.

In the forum, Professor Schekman shared about his
latest research on exosomes in cellular communication

and nucleic acid drug delivery. In addition, Professor
Kenneth Witwer, President of the International Society
for Extracellular Vesicles (ISEV), emphasized the im-
portance of establishing standardized platforms to accel-
erate the clinical translation of exosome technologies.
CMU also showcased its innovative research achieve-
ments, including dual-gene engineered exosomes, CD3¢g
nanobody delivery technology, and a GMP-scale pro-
duction platform, demonstrating a comprehensive link
from basic research to clinical application. In line with
Taiwan’s Healthy Taiwan vision, CMU and the National
Science and Technology Council are advancing Al-driv-
en drug development and precision medicine through
the T-Star Center, aiming to bring Taiwan’s biomedical
innovations to the global stage.




Showcasing Excellence: Honors & Achievements at CMU

China Medical University Achieves Qutstanding Results in
2025 Global Views Monthly Best University Rankings!

The Global Views Monthly “Taiwan Best Universities
Ranking” for 2025 was released in June, and China Medical
University (CMU) again showed its distinctive educational
strengths and outstanding institutional performance. Once
again, CMU was ranked as the best private and medical uni-
versity in Taiwan and the 5th best university overall. CMU
also topped the categories of Central Taiwan Universities,
Mid-Sized Universities, and Financial Soundness. President
Mien-Chie Hung attended the award ceremony and received
the Model University Award, recognizing CMU’s excel-
lence in education and commitment to social responsibility.

CMU’s remarkable results:

¢ Comprehensive Performance: No. 5
¢ Private Universities: No. 1

4 Medical Universities: No. 1

¢ Field Ranking —

Medicine, Health, and Social Welfare: No. 5
¢ Peer Review by Universities —

Overall Competitiveness: No. 20

4 Ranking in the 6 Main Dimensions
= Financial Soundness: No. 1
= Academic Performance: No. 4
= Academia-Industry Performance: No. 5
= Teaching Capacity: No. 7
= Internationalization: No. 9
* Social Reputation: No. 26

Liver Transplantation Expert Dr. Long-Bin Jeng Received the Lifetime

Achievement Award from the Taiwan Surgical Association

Dr. Long-Bin Jeng, a leading expert in liver trans-
plantation and Honorary Superintendent of the Organ
Transplantation Center at China Medical University
Hospital, has been awarded the Lifetime Achievement
Award by the Taiwan Surgical Association in 2025. With
nearly 50 years dedicated to liver transplantation, Dr.
Jeng expressed gratitude for the honor and emphasized
his commitment to mentoring future surgeons.

A Lifelong Commitment to Surgery

Graduating top of his class from Taipei Medical
University in 1975, Dr. Jeng originally considered car-
diology but found his calling in surgery, recognizing the
need for broad knowledge and precision. He built both
physical and mental endurance through daily jogging
and mental rehearsal of surgical procedures. He believes
all surgeries carry risks and urges surgeons to remain
cautious, self-reflective, and open to continual learning
in order to improve outcomes.

Breaking Barriers and Pioneering Liver Transplantation

After receiving training in the U.S. in 1983, Dr. Jeng
returned to Taiwan and performed the country’s first
liver transplant in 1991. Since joining China Medical
University Hospital in 2002, he has led the liver trans-
plantation team for over 20 years. With the belief that no
patient with a survival chance should be turned away, he
has expanded transplant eligibility to include high-risk
cases and advanced donor criteria, such as using hepa-
titis B carrier livers and performing ABO-incompatible
transplants.

Sharing Knowledge Without Reservation: Becoming the

Looking Ahead: From Surgery to Regenerative

“Surgeon’s Surgeon”

Renowned for innovation, Dr. Jeng challenges tra-
ditional surgical methods and emphasizes anatomical
logic to reduce complications. He has trained many top
surgeons and attracted international learners, raising
Taiwan’s status in organ transplantation globally. He is
respected as the “surgeon’s surgeon” for his willingness
to share knowledge without reservation, urging students
to master fundamentals while thinking critically and
challenging conventions.

Medicine

In recent years, Dr. Jeng has explored alternatives
to transplantation, including cell therapy and exosome
research, seeking less invasive treatments. Receiving the
award, he humbly said, “Perhaps I’ve just been around
long enough to be recognized,” and called on the next
generation to carry forward the mission of innovation
and strive for even greater medical breakthroughs.

New Targets for Anti-Cancer Treatment: President Mien-Chie Hung and Inter-

national Research Team Discovered Key Protein Behind Immunotherapy Failure

The journal Advanced Science recently published
“Ribonuclease 1 Induces T-Cell Dysfunction and Impairs
CD8+ T-Cell Cytotoxicity to Benefit Tumor Growth
through Hijacking STAT1.” The research was led by
CMU President Mien-Chie Hung, along with Assistant
Professor Wen-Hao Yang and Professor Muh-Hwa Yang
of National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University.

The study revealed that ribonuclease 1 (RNasel)
plays a direct role in weakening T cell function and pro-
moting cancer progression in breast, head and neck, and
liver cancers. The team proposed a potential therapeutic
approach by targeting RNasel-related molecular path-
ways to restore T cell activity. These findings offer im-
portant biomarkers and drug targets that could enhance
the effectiveness of T cell-based cancer immunotherapy
and have significant clinical value.

Immunotherapy, including immune checkpoint in-
hibitors such as PD-1 or PD-L1 antibodies, aims to re-
activate T cells to fight cancer and has shown promising
results in treating advanced cancers. Similarly, T-cell-
based approaches like chimeric antigen receptor (CAR-T)
therapy demonstrate the powerful cancer-killing poten-
tial of T cells. However, while some patients initially
respond well, most do not achieve long-term benefits.
This suggests that certain proteins in the tumor environ-
ment may contribute to T cell dysfunction and lead to

treatment failure. Identifying these proteins is crucial for
improving cancer immunotherapy and developing better
diagnostic and therapeutic strategies.

In this study, the researchers focused on tumor-se-
creted proteins that may cause T cell exhaustion.
Through a series of screening experiments, they iden-
tified RNasel as a key factor that directly induces T
cell dysfunction. Lab and animal studies confirmed that
RNasel weakens T cell activity by reducing their can-
cer-killing ability, increasing the expression of immune
checkpoint proteins, and decreasing cytokine production.
Mechanistically, RNasel enters T cells and binds to a
protein called STAT1, disrupting normal T cell function
and suppressing their anti-tumor response.

Importantly, the team also measured RNasel lev-
els in the blood of patients with head and neck cancers
who had received immune checkpoint inhibitors. The
results showed that patients with lower RNasel levels
responded better to treatment, highlighting the potential
of RNasel as a predictive biomarker for immunotherapy
outcomes.

These findings not only provide insight into why
some cancer patients do not respond well to existing
treatments but also point to a new direction for develop-
ing drugs that can improve immune system performance
in fighting cancer.



Highlighting Global Presence: Faculty & Student Engagement

CMU Assistant Professor Dr. Peter Mayer Publishes The Ancient Channels in Chinese
Medicine, Enhancing the International Visibility of Taiwan’s TCM Education

Dr. Peter Mayer, the Director of
the International Master’s Program
in Acupuncture at CMU and an at-
tending physician in Chinese Internal
Medicine, has published a new book
titled The Ancient Channels in Chi-
nese Medicine. Dr. Mayer drew from
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his extensive teaching and clinical F = {
experience to present the philosoph- = =
ical depth of classical Chinese med- V 5
icine through the lens of a foreign
practitioner. This publication not only bridges traditional
theory and modern interpretation but also significantly
enhances the international visibility of Taiwan’s Chinese
medicine education.

Dr. Mayer, originally from Germany, holds both
Western and traditional Chinese medicine licenses.
Driven by a passion for acupuncture, he moved to Tai-
wan, earned his master’s degree from CMU’s Graduate
Institute of Integrated Medicine, and became a licensed
traditional Chinese medicine physician in Taiwan. Dr.
Mayer has now been living in Taiwan with his family

L

for 18 years and became a citizen in
2019.

As acupuncture continues to
grow in popularity and becomes
more widely integrated into medical
treatments, it has prompted increas-
ing research into its mechanisms and
efficacy. Yet many classical concepts

(] ) ;
ﬁﬁ remain unclear, especially those
/4 . regarding meridian and collateral

systems. The Inner Canon of the
Yellow Emperor ( %7 H#% ) is foundational to Chinese
medicine, but precise English translations, especially on
the meridian system, are rare. Modern textbooks often
overlook historical development.

In response, Dr. Mayer’s new book The Ancient
Channels in Chinese Medicine offers accurate transla-
tions of classical texts, bridging ancient theories and
modern understanding. It provides insights into the
evolution of meridian theory and serves as a valuable
resource for global practitioners.

CMU School of Dentistry Strengthens International Ties through Academic

and Cultural Exchange with Partners from Thailand and Indonesia

To promote international academic collaboration, student exchanges,
and the advancement of dental education, the School of Dentistry at China
Medical University (CMU) has recently engaged in extensive exchange
activities with key partners in Southeast Asia, Chulalongkorn University

(Thailand), and Hasanuddin University (Indonesia).

From June 2 to 6, 2025, the dental faculty of Chulalongkorn Univer-
sity visited CMU and participated in academic courses and clinical obser-
vations. They engaged in research topic discussions with CMU students,
gaining insights into Taiwan’s dental education and research while building

meaningful cross-cultural connections and friendships.

Later, from June 9 to 27, 2025, three third-year students from Hasanu-
ddin University participated in a three-week exchange program at CMU.
Their visit included research presentations, clinical shadowing, seminars,
and hands-on sessions, including virtual reality (VR) dental simulations and
3D printing applications. These exchanges broadened their perspectives on
advanced dental technologies and built meaningful academic ties.

CMU’s School of Dentistry remains committed to cultivating dental
professionals with a global outlook and will continue to work closely with
international partners to advance comprehensive development in education,

clinical practice, and research.

Office of Global Affairs Strengthens International Student Support Through
Career Services and Cultural Engagement

To help both overseas Chinese
and international students navigate
Taiwan’s job market, the Office of
International Students Employment
Counseling has launched a series of
activities designed to help students
enhance employability and explore
their career potential in Taiwan.

Legal Seminars: Clarifying Post-
Graduation Options

In April, the office hosted two
bilingual online legal seminars tai-
lored for different student groups.
Ms. Megan Chiu, compliance offi-
cer at Winkler Partners, clearly ex-
plained the application procedures,
required documents, and common
issues on internships, work permits,
extension of stay, and the Employ-
ment Gold Card, providing students
with practical and useful informa-
tion.

Job Fair: Bridging Students and
Industry

On May 6, CMU held its first
job fair for international students,
featuring strong industry partici-
pation from eight organizations,
including China Medical Univer-
sity Hospital. Over 100 students attended, engaging in
one-on-one conversations that helped employers better
understand international students’ strengths while giving
students clearer insight into career opportunities in Tai-
wan.

Mandarin Summer Camp: Language
in Real Life

From June 23 to 27, a begin-
ner-level Mandarin summer camp
offered students immersive language
and cultural experiences. Activ-
ities included making traditional
sun cakes, walking tours of Tai-
chung’s historical neighborhoods,
and completing shopping tasks using
Mandarin. Students also prepared a
local-style meal, learning about Tai-
wan’s culinary culture firsthand. The
five-day program helped students
gain practical communication skills
through real-life tasks, fostering
stronger language confidence and a
deeper connection to life in Taiwan.

Career Empowerment: Building a
Professional Edge

The “International Student Career
Empowerment Program” helps stu-
dents with essential job-seeking skills
through a series of practical sessions,
including professional headshots by
Chunshan Studio, a resume and inter-
view workshop, and hands-on train-
ing focused on real-world application
and personalized coaching. The se-
ssions’ aims were to boost students’ confidence and
readiness for the job market.

The Office of International Students Employment
Counseling will continue to expand its support services,
empowering global talents to learn, live, and work in
Taiwan.

Groundbreaking Ceremony for the CMU Museum of Fine Arts

A Milestone in Taiwan’s Architectural History!

On May 3, 2025, China Medical University (CMU) held the groundbreaking

ceremony for the CMU Museum of Fine Arts. Frank Gehry, a laureate of the Pritzker
Architecture Prize and one of the most revered architects of our time, designed the
museum. It is his only monumental creation in East Asia and marks a milestone for
Taiwan’s cultural and architectural development, reflecting CMU’s vision to extend

its influence beyond medicine and education into the arts.

The museum’s design features flowing stainless steel forms that interact with
light and the environment, resembling a watercolor in motion. Gehry was inspired by
reflections in water and nature, crafting a structure that merges art, architecture, and
urban life. Once completed, the museum aims to become a cultural hub connecting

Taiwan to the global art scene.




